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SERMON, 


BY SYLVANUS HAIGHT, PASTOR OF THE PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH, IN WILTON, CONN. 


Delivered January 28, 1821. 


** But there be some that trouble you, and would pervert 
the Gospel of Christ,’—Gal. i. 7. 


[Continued from page 11.] 


The reader will easily perceive the advantages which 
the wicked hare overthe godly! He willsee that while 
the wicked inhabitants of the old world were, by an 
easy and untimely death, taken from this world of mis- 
ery to the complete enjoyment of the bliss of heaven; 
righteous Noah with his family were doomed to drag 
ont av existence of some hundred years in this evil 
world, and then to die perhaps a far more painful death 
than they! He will see Ananias and Sapphira, for lying 
against the Holy Ghost, taken in the twinkling of an 
eye from the abodes of sin and misery, to the mansions 
of eternal rest, which God hath prepared for them that 
love him! whilst St. Peter, at whose rebuke they fell, 
is left to undergo all the evils which an ungodly world 
can inflict upon him, and at last to suffer the painful 
death of crucificion !! He will see the blood-stained 
assassin, whom neither the just vengeance of God nor 
man suffered to live, rewarded for his crime.by an im- 
mediate transition from this world of sin and wo, to the 
blest abodes of the just! This the assassin, if he be a 
Universalist, previously believes to be the certain con- 
sequence of the unhallowed deed—the only reconipense 
he has to fear! For death, considered in itself, cannot 
be considered as a punishment for any particular or ex- 
traordinary sin. The wages of al! sins is death. Death 
ie the comimon lot of all the sinful race of Adam, And 
it is plain, as pain and misery are more or less the com- 
mon lot of mortals, the sooner they are removed from 
this world to those happy climes where perfect bliss 
and immortality reign, the better, And this is the pre- 





mium which Universalists propose for the commission of 
iniquity—this is the advantage which the wicked have | 
over the righteous, which the rejectors of our Saviour! 
have over his faithful followers! And now Jet me ask | 
the reader, Can a doctrine, which, if believed, would | 
be productive of so much mischief to society—which | 
not only takes off all restraint from wicked men, but | 
even proposes a reward for the commission of iniquity 
J say, can a doctrine which leads to s0 much licentious- 

nese, be from the blessed God, the Fountain of holiness? | 
Impossible. As well might darkness proceed from the | 
sun: it has upon it the stamp of iniquity ; the father of lies 

has marked it for hisown. The scriptures inform us, | 
that the carnal (na/ural) mind is enmity against God! 

that light has come into the world, but men Jove dark- 

ness rather than light. Our Saviour says to his disci- ! 
ples, **¥e shall be hated of all men for my name sake.” 
‘If the world hate you, ye know that it hated me be- 
fore it hated yon; if ye were of the world, the world 
would loves jts own, but because ye are not of the 
world, therefore the world hateth you. He that hateth 
me, hateth my Father also, But now have ther both 
seen and hated both me and my father.” Such passa- 
ges of scripture plainly show, that the selfish nunrenew 

ed heart, which is in man by nature, is directly op- 
posed to the true God, to the Saviour of the world, and 
to 1:5 religion. But this is not the disposition which 





unrenewed men feel towards the doctrine of Uncondi- 
tional and Universal Salvation. Call to you the most; 
abandoned profligate, the vilest outcast im society, 
preach to him the doctrine of Universal Salvation, tell) 
him that he need not be afraid of having to answer in a- 
nother world for the deeds done here in the body, ‘‘that 
God bas determined no worker of iniquity shall go away 
into everlasting punishment.’?> And then ask him how he 
likes such a religion, and sucha God. He will tell you 
(if he speaks the Janguage of his heart) that his whole 
soul approves of them. He does not desire to have 
either altered—he fvels no enmity, no opposition to 
them—he hates neither. It is a common and just ob- 
servation, that the doctrine of Universal Salvation is a 
pleasing doctrine—a doctrine very agreeable to human 
nature—that is, to that nature which is enmity against 
God. But this was not the case with the religion 
which Christ and his apostles preached: which is evi- 
dent from the treatment which they received—from the 
whole tenor of the gospel, and particularly from the 
passage which I have just quoted. The gospel there- 
fore, which Universalists preach, is another gospel—one 
which that world which hated our Saviour and his apos- 
tles loves, and is therefore not the gospel of God our 
Saviour. 

How different from the doctrine of Universalists are 
those of the scriptures! These give not the least en- 
couragement to any to continue in a state of timpeni- 
tence and irreconciliation to God, Their language to 
all such is, **iexcept ye repent, ye shall all likewise per- 
ish. ‘*Without holiness no man shall see the Lord.” 
‘**iie that believed not shall be damned.” ‘“Excepta 
man be born ag«in he cannot see the kingdom of God.” 
In-tea! of telling sianers that they need not be concerned 
about these qualifications at present; that though they 
now reject the offers of mercy, and continue impeni- 
tent, and dispobedient to the gospel, yet that God will 
finally at death, or in another world, give them repen- 
tance and remission of sins, and prepare them for an in- 
heritance among the saints in light. I say, instead of 
this language, the word of God testifies, that ‘‘He who 
being often reproved, hardeneth his neck, shall be de- 
stroyed; and that without remedy.” ‘Because ye 
have set at nought all my counsel, and would none 
of my reproof; ! also will laugh at your calamity, and 
mock when your fear cometh.”? ‘Vow is the accepted 
time, behold, now is the day of salvation. To-day, if 
you will hear his voice, harden not your hearts.” 
These are safe—these are profitable doctrines, both for 
this world and for that which is tocome, The tenden- 
cy of them is good, They are pure, and worthy of 








God, that Fountain of holiness, from whence they pro- 
ceeded, And may it, O my God, be one great busi- 
uess of my life to inculcate such glorious doctrines. 
Yes, reader, whoever thou art, may God forbid that you 
or I shonid ever be found countenancing a doctrine 


which shall in the least encourage man to continue in a/| 


state of rebellion and opposition to his Maker. 
(To be continued.) 


REMARKS, 


|'God they worship! 





Mr. H, after indulging in a strain of invective and 
abuse of the sentiments of Universalists, by ascribing to | 
their faith the wickedness of mankind, in perhaps a ra- | 
ther indirect manner, in his seventh paragraph, asks, ; 
“Can a doctrine, which, of believed, would be produc- 
tive of so much mischief to society, which not only 
takes off all restraint from wicked men, but even pro- 
poses a reward for the commission of uniquities, | say, 





| 





can a doctrine which leads to such licentiousness be 
from the blessed God, the fountain of holiness??? We 
tell Mr, H. that a doctrine of this description cannot be 
from God, but is “‘from benea‘h.”” Now we take Mr. 
H. on his own ground. Let him prove his premises. If 
they are (rue they are easily proved. Mr. H. must ad- 
mit one or two alternatives. Stubborn facts—the (rush 
stares him in the face. Thousands of men new believe 
in the salvation of all men, and are as exemplary in 
their conduct as any Calvinist that Mr. H. can pro- 
duce. How happens this? How is it possible they 
can avoid the licentious tendency of their principles? 
Answer—It is because their principles have not this 
tendency ; for a cause cannot exist, without producing 
aneffect. Mr. H. contends it isimpossible for this doc- 
trine to be believed, without producing licentiousness— 
nay, more, crimes of every kind! Mr. H. therefore 
must confess, that all who believe this doctrine are so 
very good, that they are proof against iniquity, or that 
his premises are rank error, and unprovoked slander ! 
Will good men embrace a doctrine which has a Girect 
tendency to every species of wickedness? Mr. H. may 
answer this question! We repeat it, stwhborn facts rise 
up in clouds against him. His premises are at open 
war with experience and common sense; and unsup- 
ported by any thing but his awn declaration. Let him 
answer. Were the Sodowites and Antediluvians be- 
lievers in the salvation of all men? If not, their wicked- 
ness proceeded from another source. What was it? We 
answer—the same causes will produce the same effects. 
There is an uniformity in causes, which Mr. H. with all 
his sophistry cannot subvert; and a notoriety in their 
effects, which he with all his evasion can never disprove. 
Fatalism, the origin of Calvinista, which many centu- 
ries ago was the religion of the polished nations of Eu- 
rope and Asia, actually produced the licentiousness and 
crimes, which Mr, H. declares to be the tendency ofa 
belief in the salvation of all men. But we have evi- 
dence more to the point. Mr. H. by consulting Ezek. 
xxxvii. will find that the Israelites are declared in posi- 
tive terms, to have been guilty of greater abominations 
than the Sodomites. Will Mr. H. pretend that the Is- 
raelite were Universalists? What was the cause of 
their abominations? Answer—They forsook God, who 
declared by his prophet, that ‘4/1 nations whom he 
had made should worship before him and glorify his 
name,’’ and worshipped gods who could not, and would 
not save! They were Fatalisis, They bowed to a de- 
mon whom they supposed had decreed their destruction, 
and ‘sacrificed their children to appease his vengeance ! 
They were original Calvinists!!! And Calvinists now, 
in imitation of their guilty prototypes, sacrifice their 
children, their dearest relatives and connexions in a hell 
of interminable fire, to appease the vengeance of the 
Fatalism, which is but another 
name for Calrinism, has been a cause of the mischief. 
Even Arminians have fallen into the same error, and 
declare, in fact, by their double dealing in their expo- 
sition of the scriptures, that Fatalism stillreigns. They 
deny that works are the procuring cause of salvation, 
and at the same time contend, that man will be damned 
for want of them. Cause and effect, so far as man has 
any agency or power, is therefore destroyed by their 
premises, Torments, inexpressible in their nature, and 
endless in their duration, according to them, await all 
those, who have not a grace they cannot obtain, joined 
to works, which are good for nothing when possessed, 
although reckoned of sufficient value, by inference, 
when not possessed, to damu the man who is destitute 
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of them. Fatalism, the cause, is here uniform in its 
effects. For Calvinists, who condemn the Arminians as 
inferior in orthodoxy to themselves, damn a man for- 
ever, for not possessing the good for nolhing works, and 
even in their rage for inconsistency and absurdity, 
make the works they condemn in the Arminians, the 
only ground of evidence to prove their own election to 
heaven ! 

Here, reader, is a brief, but true picture of the two 
great contending parties in the christian world. Be- 
lievers in the gospel preached to Abraham, ‘‘few” in 
number, behold the ‘‘many” entangled in the snare of 
the adversary, of God and man, that old serpent the 
devil, Fatalism, and with insanity, the fruit of his de- 
lusion and their credulity, blindly contending for the 
same end, the endless damnation and misery of their 
neighbors, and with the same end in view, quarrel] for 
no other motive but to settle the means which shall 
bring it about. 

For ourselves, we heartily pity them both. We 
have nothing to fear from either. High on the battle- 
ments of Eternal Truth, we view the conflicting par- 
ties—secure behind the ramparts of the salvation of the 
only living and true God, the thunders of their Vaticans 
roll unheeded beneath our feet. Do ‘hey talk of hell 2 
we point to heaven ! Do they, in their delirium, threat- 
en never-ending torments and despair? we steering our 
bark fo the mansions of felicify, sail triumphantly to 
our destined haven, borne on by the smooth and unruf- 
fled surface of the river of salvation, to our Saviour, our 
Father, and our God! Do they talk of uncertainty, 
and express their fears ? we show them the oath of 
JEHOVAH—we have a “‘strong consolation who have 
fled for refuge to the hope set before us.”” Do they ac- 
cuse us of crimes ? and tell us of our evil works? we 
“bow the knee to Jesus, agd SWEAR THAT WE HAVE 
RIGHTEOUSNESS IN Gop.” Nay more, ‘That unto 
fim every knee shall bow, and all that are incensed 
against Him shall be ashamed.” 

Here is our fortress. It is inaccessible to him who 
would seale the walls, and impregnable to those who 
would batter them down. But, we ever stand ready to 
admit him, who will give the countersign, TRUTH— 
and open our gates to all who appear in the uniform of 
ihe Redeemer’s righleousness, who confess their alle- 
siance to him alone, and will “‘bring good tidings of 
great joy, which shall be to all people.” 

Although it is a sufficient answer to the remainder of 
Mr. H.’s seventh paragraph, to tell him, that with 
‘he exception of his own assertion, it is destitute of any 
eyidence whatever, still, witk a view to show the falla- 
cy of his attempt at reasoning, and prove the reverse of 
his premises to be truth, we shall appeal to facts. Mr. 
HT says, ‘It is a common and just observation, that the 
doctrine of Universal Salvation is a pleasfng doctrine, a 
doctrine tery agreeable to human nature, that is, to that 
yature which is enmity against God. But this was not 
the case with the religion which Christ and his apostles 
preached, which is evident from the treatment they re- 
ceived.’ We appeal to facls / We appeal to Mr. H. 
and ask, Do not the disciples of Calvin, who preach his 
doctrine of election.and reprobation, &c. receive better 
treatment from the world at large, than the preachers of 
the salvation of ali men? You cannot deny this. Nay 
more, you dare not:!! You very well know, that the 
Jiseiples of John Calvin are, as it were, borne on the 
shoulders of the world, the very world which they grate- 
fully répay, by consigning them to endless burnings. 
Is this, we ask, doing as you would be done by? While 
(he weld is clothing, and feeling, and praising, and glo- 
vifying you, to damn them forever as non-elect and re- 
probates? Preachers of Universal Salvation, like their 
Divine Master, breathe nothing but peace and good will 


. . - 
to men; and often receive theis contempt and con- 


fumely for their pains. Not so with the Calvinists. 
They have the “upper rooms af feasts, and the chief 
seats im the synagogues”—they are those whom the 
people delight to honor! diplomas of Divine Doctors 


are showered in profusion upon their heads, and they 
“are greeted in the markets.’ The disciples of the 
meek and lowly Jesus were serran!{s—Calvin’s disciples 
would be gentlemen ! Here are facts, noforions facts / 
Can you prove to the contrary from what (hey assert: 
You have the conclusions which flow from your own 
premises. What will you do with them? 

Again, look around you, and inquire of your wicked 
neighbors, and number the advocates for Calvinism, 
and those who believe in the salvation of all men. 
Count them; and see whether this pleasing doctrine is 
pleasing to all wicked men. This is your criterion ;— 
tryit. Put the question—.4re you a@ believer in the 
Universal and Unconditional Salvation of Aut men, or 
nol 2 and after arranging those for and against, on oppo- 
site sides, admit to the fellowship of your church, all 
who dissent from this “‘very pleasing doctrine.” De- 
pend upon it, you would find yourself in trouble. Yoo 
must admit, from your own premises, that if all who be- 
lieve this doctrine are at enmily with God, all who op- 
pose it are reconciled to him. Let this be your test in 
future in your church. You will have 99 out of a 100 
to join you! Can you have the face, with evidence 
such as you know this would produce, to repeat your 
declaration, that ‘*the gospel which Universalists preach, 
is one which that world which hated the Saviour and 
his apostles loves?” We tell you, sir, plainly, you 
know better. Common sense, independent of any thing 
else, will prove your premises to be altogether destitute 
of truth. Have you quarrelsome neighbors? Go to 
them. Question them when their blood is boiling with 
passion, and their souls thirsting for revenge; when 
hatred alone expands their bosoms, and their very 
“tongues are set on fire of hell’’—-tell them, that **God is 
the Saviour of all men.” ‘That “tChrist is the head of 
every man.” That all men are brethren, and destined 
to one common and happy home; and that they, there- 
fore, are bound to love all, and forgive all their trespas- 
ses, as **God for Christ’s sake has forgiven them,’ Go, 
Sir, and mark ‘you well the joy and pleasure which shall 
glisten in their eyes, when they shall hear that their 
enemies shall be happy, and received to as great felici- 
ty as themselves! On the other hand, and under the 
same circumstances, tell these men,thirsting for revenge, 
that God has decreed that a great portion of mankind 
should be endlessly.miserable ; that only a few are cho- 
sen to everlasting life; and that many are passed by to 
endless wretchedness—What think you? Would not 
the reflection that their enemies, for whom they cher- 
ished so much love and good will, and whose happiness 
they were so solicitous to perfect—would not the re- 
flection, that they might be of the non-elect, and be 
miserable, make them detest and reject the doctrine, 
merely out of heavenly love for their enemies, if from 
no other motive? Did you ever hear a man in an ez- 
alied passion (you may name it) declare, that rather 
than his enemy should not burn for ever in hell-fire, he 
would be willing to suffer with him? Tel} such an one, 
that all would certainly be saved, and mark the jey he 
would experience, on hearing that his enemy, whom he 
loved so well, was sure of happiness! But, should you 
tell him, that God’ would eternally damn a part of man- 
kind, and that his enemy, for whose happiness he was 
solicitous, might be one of the number, where, Sir, 
should we find language to express his sorrow on so, to 
him, lamentable an occasion ? 

Preparatory to noticing in form Mr. H.'s eighth pa- 
ragraph, we remark, that he should first prove that Uni- 
versalists teach a doetrine which encourages men to re- 
main in sin, before he delares it. His own assertions, 
unless supported by proper testimony, are, in this ease, 
good for nothing! We ask Mr. H. to produce one Uni- 
versalist, who ever “told sinners that they need not be 
concerned about these qualifications at present,” &e. 
couching his sentiments in terms which would induce 
men to neglect the advice and instructions of the scrip- 
tures? If Mr. H. ever uses this language again, in the 





manner and connexion in which he has now introduc- 


ed it, he does it at bis peril! His information now, 
whatever may have been his past ignorance, will correct 
him! and I believe honest men of any sect, after reading 
the following, will, however they may withhold their 
full assent from the truth of the doctrines we adyocate, 
do us the justice to acknowledge, that we have bot, 
reason and the scriptures for our support ; and that no 
man can be a worse man for believing and conductine 
according to their injunctions and requirements. z 
We say with the apostles, **Unto them that are con- 
tentious, and do not obey the ¢ruth, but obey unright.- 
ousness, indignation and wrath, tribulation and anguisi, 
upon erery soul of man that doeth evil.” Instead o: 
denying the truth of this declaration, by representin. 
sin as pleasant, we declare that sin will produce suffer- 
ing. It will produce suffering now!’ We do not en 


transgressor is not hard, but pleasant ; and that he may 
enjoy himself in ¢his world, and pay for it in a future 
world! No! Sin and suffering go hand in hand; and a 
man can no more sin without suffering, and immediate 

ly too, tlian he can put coals of fire inlo hes bosom, and 
not be burned! Reader, mark 'l the inconsistency 
of our opponents. They, piou ils, enjoy the pleas- 
ure without the pain. They repcut. They will never 
be punished at all. How blind and stupid! We ask, 
who is it that encourages iniquity? We declare that 
sin will as certainly produce suffering as a consequence, 
as fire will produce heat. That no sinner can be hap- 
py! That every man will be miserable in proportion 
to his wrong doing ; ead this Now—Now—no credit ié 
given! What! shall man, guilty man, presume tosen- 
tence his neighbour, whom he is bound to love, to end- 
less wretchedness, for being a greater sinner than him- 
self? Shall he deny the positive declarations of God, 
and in the face of reason and his own experierce, de- 
clare that sin will not produce misery, but pleasure ; 
and that ‘he sinner can pursue happiness in sinning 
HERE, and not be punished, nor receive the reward 
justly due his works, until he leaves this world? Let 
Mr. H. examine his own heart—let him scrutinize hi- 
own conduct; and measure to himself the seme jud-- 
ment he metes out to others. 

We ask Mr. H. if ne does not teach, that Christ di- 
ed to save a PART of mankind—the elect, from ti: 
punishment, or suffering, which being the natural con- 
sequence, is justly due for their sins? Does he no! 
likewise teach, that Christ did’ not do this for the resi- 
due of men; and that they will (not in Tuts worl, 
but) in a future state, be tormented forever for their 
sins? We urge the consideration of this to the reader. 
and request Mr. H. to answer, and deny the above, 1 
it be not the case. We therefore ask, if, according to the 
Calvinistic doctrine, only a PART ef mankind ate pun- 
ished, and receive according to their deserts, is it not 
manifest, that they, and not the Luiversaliste, teach a 
different doctrine from the scriptures? The scriptures 
declare, that “ALL are gone out of the way—there is 
none that doeth good, no, not one !—tribulation and 
anguish upon every soul of man that doeth evil,” &c. 
Let Mr. H. extricate himself from his own absurdities 
Grst, then he can better point out the errors of others. 

Mr. H. has quoted at random, and written withcut 
arrangement or order, a number of passages from the 
scriptures. First, “Except ye repent, ye shall ali like- 
wise perish.” Now we believe that sinners Perisu ¢ 
Mr. If. however, believes, that none of the niect per- 
ish; that the elect are God’s people ; that no others 
are his people; and that the non-elect alone perish, 
We therefore ask him, to consider the following —*My 
people perish for lack of knowledge.”? Are these non- 
elect? Please to answer. Paul speaks of those who 


standing darkened, being alienated from the lile of God, 
ibrough the ignorance that is in them, because of the 
BLINDSESS of their heart,” Eyh. iv. 17, 18. Again, 
| **The ox knoweth his owner, and the ass bis ma-ter’s 
crib; but m¥ PkopnE do not know, they do not ¢: 


cGll-~ 








courage the sinner by telling him that the way of the- 


“walk in the vanity of their mind; having the under- - 











CS wet bet PO 


a 


rt, 


k 


oo tw — oe 


rr a ee ee ae 


“~ 


~~ 


yy ~~ et 6 Oh 


——* = 8 we Ae 














UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 


23 


> ATSDR aa wT a oa oe a, 





SE CE TF EY ERY CORIO YT WET EAS 








sider.”?> Who are these, elect or non-elect? Will not 
or have not these, ora part of them, perished? Please 
to answer. 

Secondly, “*Without holiness no man shal] see the 
Lord.’ We believe this in full, without any quelifica- 
tion, or shadow of alteration whatever. Does Mr. IT. 
helieve it in this manner? We shall sce presently. He 


believes there is no change after death. We therefore 





ask, whether he, or any of his Calvinistic brethren, are 


HOUT: 


We do not mean part holy ; but boly in the| 


James i, 18, speaks of the being born again as follows ; 
“Of his own will begat he us, with the word of truth, 
that we should be a kind of first fruits of his creatures.’? | 
First fruits imply after fruits. See Rom, viii. 18—24. | 
Paul declares, that the creation shall be delivered, &c. | 
and “even we ourselyes, who have the first fruits of the | 
Spirit,” &c. the elect, selected by God from among | 
men, not to be exalted to lieaven, to the exclusion of 


would be more proper, and we think the only proper 
way, to say, Behold, now and for evermore, is the DAY 
of DAMNATION !—Heaven be praised; ‘*‘ Now 1s the 
accepted time.’ It is acceptable unto “*God, who was 
in Christ reconciling the world unto himself,’ &c. and 
always will be acceptable unto him, for he is unchange- 
able. It is the gospel day; and will continne, unti! 
‘all are taught of God; and God is ALL in ALL.” 


. \ ° ‘ 
the rest; but to testify of the goodness and purposes of We, therefore, in the words of Mr. H. declare, “that 


the mercy of God for the whole world, 


The figure is, the tendency of these passages is good. 


They are pure 


extensive sense of the word. If you answer yes ; we ask | borrow« d from theeconomy of the Mosaic dispensa-, and worthy of God, that fountain of holiness from 


vou, Why then do you acknowledge yourselves to he ition; when the husbandman selected the first ripe fruits 


vinr sivxers? Arevile sinnérsHoLty? The non-clect 
are not more than vilesinners! Howisthis? On your 
own confession vile sinners, and no change after death — 
Will vile sinners go to heaven? Answer these interro- 
entories, we eptreat you ; and remember, that if your 
elect die VILE SINNERS, on their own con! ssion, and 
none but those who are HOLY can see th: rd, the 
non-elect are as good candidates for hearen es YOUR 
elect ; and this too on your own premises ! 
tures declare, **Thy people SHALL BE ALL rig! teous.”? 
Again—lIsa. x!v. 23, 24, “I have sworn by myself, the 
word is gone forth out of my mouth, righteousness, and 
shall not return, That unto me Every knee shua!] bow, 
EVERY tongue sball swear, surely, shall sey, in the 
Lord have | righteousness and strength, to him shall 
come, and all that are incensed against him shill be 
ashamed.’ When this takes place, ait will be HOLY. 
Mr. H. dares not deny, but that those will be holy who 
have ‘‘righteousness and strength”? in God. Compare 
this with Rom. iii. 19—24. 1 Cor. i 30; 31. 

Thirdly, ‘‘He that believeth not shall be damned.” 
We should be gratified if Mr. H. would tell war it is 
wwe are to believe, the belief of Which willsAve us? We 
tell bim plainly, it is not John Calvin’s Institutes. We 
asi Mr. H. if the damnation (condemnation) here 
spoken of, as the consequence of unbelief, means end- 
ess misery, in your opinion? please to reconcile this 
your opinion, with the following—‘‘For God hath con- 
cluded them ALL in UNBELIEF, that he might have 
MERCY upon ALL!” Rom. xi. 32. We Universalists 
believe, that ““God is the Saviour of ALt men, especial- 
iy of them that believe.» That the time is coming, 
when “ann shall know God, from the least unto the 
greatest.”? When “‘every knee shall bow, of things in 
heaven, and in earth, and under the earth; and every 
tongue shall confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the 
glory of Ged the Father.’ That the time is coming, 
when “the kingdoms of this world shall become the 
kingdoms of our God, and of his Christ.” That “all 
nations whom God hath made, shall come and worehip 
before him, and glorify his name; and ali the ends of 
the world shall remember and turn (repent) unto the 
Lord, and all the kindreds of the nations shall worship 
before him; for the earth is the Lord’s, and he is the 
Governor among the nations.” ‘That ‘the last enemy 
siall be destroyed, DEATH.”’ Thisis our belief. Shall 
we be damned for Tas faith, or for want of a better 
cone? Will you be pleased, sir, to answer these inter- 
yogatories? Is this your faith? De you believe these 
sayings of God? Do you believe of Christ, “that hey 
when he had by himself purged our sins, sat down on 
the right hand of God?” And that “the heaven will 
receive (retain) him, until the times of the restitution 
of a}l things, which God hath spoken by the mouth of 
all his holy prophets, since the world began.” Shall 
we be dawned for believing what **God has spoken by 
the mouth of all his holy prophets?” Do you, sir, 
think we should stand on firiner ground, were we to_re- 

ject their testimony, and believe Jehu Calvin? Be so 
good, sir, as to answer. 

Fourthly, **Except a man be born again, le cannot 
see the kingdom of God.” We inform: Mr. H. that all 
men are regenerated in Christ ; and we stand ready 
and pledge to prove the truth of this, against any and 


‘The scrip- 





of the field, and offered them to the Lord, in testimony 


of his gratitude for, and an expression of his faith in 
God, who would give the latter harvest. But the fig- 
ure, to be complete, agreeably to the faith of Calvinists, 
the husbandman should, after offering his elect first 
fruits, instead of gathering the remainder, and after him 
the gleaners going into the field, that ‘‘nothing might 
be Jost,’’ burn and destroy al] that remained!!! 

Mr. H. will please to notice, that “God of his own 
will begat us by the word of truth.’ When God is 
pleased to enlighten the understanding of a man, and 
manifest himself to him, by giving him confidence and 
faith in him as the “Saviour of all men,” the man is 
born again. He is translated from the kingdom of 
darkness (Satan) into the kingdom of his Son, which is 
ricur. **We who have believed do enter into rest.” 
This is the declaration of an inspired apostle; and we 
recommend it as the infaillible criterion. Let common 
sense (the best kind of all senses,) answer. Canaman 
have good ground for his peace, who believes that God 
will save only a part? Let him produce the decree con- 
taining His name! Let the Arminian who pretends 
that he has peace, answer this question, Have you en- 
tered ‘‘into rest?” Let him put this question to him- 
self, and respond the answer in sincerity for one year; 
and if he can say, yes, | have, and uniformly persist in 
this declaration without any povupr for that time, we 
are willing to acknowledge, that bis faith, or delusion, 
is stronger than we ever before heard. (N. B. A com- 
fortable hope, with now and then a doubt and a fear, 
and very often a great deal of uncertainty, will not an- 
swer.) 

Fifthly, “He that being often reproved, hardeneth 
his neck, shall be suddenly destroyed, and that with- 
out remeny. Because ye have set at nought my coun- 
cel, and would none of my reproof, I also will laugh at 
your cajamity, and mock when your fear cometh.” 
Will Mr. H. pretend that the destruction mentioned 
here is endless misery? Ifso, let him turn to his bible, 
and read the chapter from which this is quoted, com- 
mencing with the 20th verse. Solomon personifies wis- 
pom ; and it is wisdom laughing at the calamity, and 
mocking the fears of unbelievers; who, we are inform- 
ed at the 32d verse, are destroyed, &c. not with end- 
jess punishment in a future state: “forthe turning away 
of the simple shall slay them, and the prosperity of 
fools shall destroy them. But whoso harkeneth unto 
me (Wisdom) shall dwell safely, and shall be quiet 
from fear of evil.” We think this passage contains im- 
portant instruction. Wisdom teaches us that ‘“‘God is 
good to all, and his tender mercies are over all his 
works.”? The **turning away of the simple” from this 
truth, ts suflicient ‘to slay,” or ruin the hopes of those, 
who perhaps in their own miud, were almost christians. 
And it too frequently happens, that the “prosperity of 
fools,’ who, denying the truth, appear to profit by 
their denial, completes the destruction of their little 
faith; and they are ‘filled with their own devices ;” 
disbelieving the promises of God, and their own con- 


sciences condemning them, they have no “‘qniet,” but! 


are in continua] “fear of exil.” 

Sixthly, ‘Now is the accepted time; behold, now is 
To-dey if you will hear his voice, 
We ask Mr, H. how the 


the day of salvation. 
harden not your hearts.” 


' T H 66 eoain.?? orefore. j c . 
all opposers: The being “‘born again,” therefore, 'Si present, or any day, cam be a day of saivation to, or 


not regeneration, or being regenerated. The apostle | 


for, the non-elect, if they are never to be saved? It 


| whence they proceeded. And may it, O my God, be 
one great business of my life to inculcate such glorious 
| doctrines. Yes, reader, whoever thou art, may God 
forbid, that you or | should ever be found countenanc- 
ing a doctrine which shall in the least encourage man 
to continue in a state of rebellion and opposition to his 


| Maker.” [Conclusion next. | 
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DEVOTION. 


Devotion is that act of the mind, by which we cheer- 
fully and heartily give up, and bind ourselves to the 
service of God, from a pure and fervent love to him, as 
the Parent, and supreme Governor of the Universe. 

Gentle reader, hast thou ever felt that love to God, 
thy Maker and Friend, which has made it thy highest 
felicity to serve and praise him? If thou hast not, per- 
mit me, most affectionately, to invite thee to ascend 
with me, in the chariot offdivine contemplation near the 
Throne of Jehovah; and when, as yet, the world was 
not created, let us with the profoundest reverence con- 
template him, with the infinitely benevolent plans of 
creation, providence, and redemption before him ; and 
the whole book of futurity open to the EYE of his presci- 
ence ;—when his immutable and uncreated love mov- 
ed him graciously to create this vast world, and to ir- 
radiate it with the splendor of his goodness ; when he 
first invested man with intelligence, and impressed upon 
him the Divine Image ;—when he instituted the benefi- 
cent operations of his universal providence, and Jaid 
deep the foundations of the final “restitution of all 
things,”’ from the lapses of sin and death,to the raptures 
of eternal glory, ‘“‘which God hath spoken, by the 
mouth of all his holy prophets, since the world began ;” 
and then I am persuaded thou wilt, with sacred fervor, 
exclaim, never,—never before did my heart so melt 
within me! never before, did it conceive of such ma- 
jestic power! such boundless wisdom! such exhube~ 
rant goodness! such overflowing fountains of salvation! 
Never before did I feel, that I could no where else be 
happy but in the service of God ; but now, | can feel- 
ingly say his presence is my heaven !—‘*Whom have I 
in heaven but thee; and there is none upon earth, that 
I desire beside thee,’ O! my God! Now do I indeed 
know and feel true pEVvoTION, De, 


MARRIED, 
In this town, by the Rev. Mr. Eaton, Robert Wil- 
liams, Esq. to Mrs. Sarah Barker. 
By the Rey. Mr. Taylor, Mr. Benjamin Porter to 


Miss Rebecca Bartlett. 
By the Rev. Mr. Ware Mr. Joseph Goddard to Miss 


Clarissa Whitney. 
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DIED, 

In this town, William Henry, 2d, son of Mr. Isaac 
Winslow, aged 16. 

Mrs. Mary Adams Nash, 32.—Meriam, daughter of 
Mr. Simeon Duncan, 3.—Elizabeth A. youngest child 
of W. Stevenson, 20 mo. 

Hiram Bingham, son of Thomas and Abigail G. Vose, 
11 mo. and 24 days. 

Suddenly, Mr. Jeremiah Bragdon, 30, formerly of 
Chesterville, Me. 

On Monday morning, efter a short illness, Mrs. Eliza 
P. Higgings, 31, wife of Mr. David Higgings, and daugh, 
ter of John Tucker, Esq. 

In Cambridge, Miss Sarah Frost, 68. 
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NATURE, 


Who can behold the thousand varied forme, 
The gentle beauties and the lovely hues ; 
Or walk siblime, omid the mountain storms 


Of nature, and the vocal lay refuse ? 


Thon transcript of the vast eternal mind! 
With holy awe, with love and new delight ; 
Viewing thy charms, I love the ties that bind 


My soul to thee ;—ne’er may they disunite. 


Here do the works of God combine in thee, 
Great aggregate of his omnific wil] !— 
To him a point—to man immensity !— 
Filled with this sentiment, | fear no ill. 


Tis confidence in an eternal good :— 
Tis resignation to Almighty power; 
°*Tis human reason floating on the flood 
Of wisdom infinite, thro’ fortune’s hour. 


In him shall ever boundless faith repose, 

Thro’ each vicissitude of earthly things ; 

Life of our joys, and balm of all our woes ; 
Supreme, eternal God, of men and kings! I. 


EE 


SELECTED. 


SATURDAY NIGHT. 


Sweet to the soul the parting ray, 
Which ushers placid evening in ; 
When with the still expiring day, 
The Sabbath’s peaceful hours begin— 
How grateful to the anxious breast, 
The sacred hours of holy rest! 


I love the blush of vernal bloom, 
When morning gilds night’s sullen tear ; 
And dear to me the mournful gloom 
Of autumn, Sabbath of the year; 
But purer pleasures, joys sublime, 
Await the dawn of holy time. 


Hush’d is the tumult of the day, 

And worldly cares, and business cease, 
While soft the vesper breezes play, 

To hymn the glad return of peace— 
O season blest ! O moments given 
To turn the vagrant thoughts to heaven! 


What though, involv’d in lucid night, 
The loveliest forms of nature fade ; 
Yet mid the gloom shall heavenly light, 

With joy the contrite heart pervade. 
O then, great source of light divine, 
With beams ethereal gladden mine. 


Oft as this hallowed hour shal] come, 
O raise my thoughts from earthly things, 
And bear them to my heavenly home, 
On living faith’s immortal wings,— 
*Till the last gleam of life decay, 
In one eternal Sapsata Day! 
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To the Editor of the Magazine, 

Sir,-The following is the copy of a letter, which was, 
some weeks ago, directed to the Rev. Manefield Bruce, 
Pastor of the Baptist Church, in Wilmington, Vt. If 
you think it worthy of the Magazine, it is at your ser- 
vice. 

R , July 2, 1821. 

Rev. Sir,—There were some things in a funeral ser- 
mon, I lately heard you deliver at Halifax, Vt. which 
have appeared to me worthy of considerable animad- 
version. I was, at first, disposed to say nothing about 
them, through fear of awakening disagreeable emo- 
tions ; but I do not rest entirely satisfied ; nor feel quite 
certain that [ do right, to pass by them in silence. | 
beg you to indulge me in the freedom which I have, at 
length, concluded to take. 

The first particular which I would notice, is, the 
statement you made and repeated with so much warmth, 
that “If sinners do not deserve endless punishment, 
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' then the New Testanient is worse than the Alcoran.” 
This expression, sir, in my opinion, was very rash; and 
‘1 consider it destitute of any meaning at all, unless you 
| wished us to suppose, that you had so little regard for 
l the New Testament, as to prefer the Alcoran instead of 
'it, if you should net be fortunate enough to establish a 
‘particular doctrine to which you took a liking. Let 
ime entreat you to reflect, now the heat of the moment 
‘is over, how unbecoming you appeared to every ration- 
‘al person, who heard you, We saw you standing by 
‘the dead body of our aged and beloved friend, in the 
‘house of mourning ; where we might have expected 
| that every hasty, inconsiderate passion would be chas- 

tened and subdued, by the solemnity and affliction of 
the scene. Yet even here, we beheld you so wildly 

' transported, as to declare the Testament of our Saviour 

to be worse than the Mahometan bible ; unless sinners | 
deserve endless misery !—And this is not all: Do, sir, 
reflect what must have been our thoughts, to hear you 
a moment after this declaration, and in the height of 
your warmth, call on us to take care how we denied 
your doctrine, and to tread on that ground with cau- 
tious steps; when all the while, we saw so little cau- 

tion or consideration in yourself, | 

Do not imagine, sir, that I recall these things to your 
mind, for the purpose of mortifying you. I sincerely | 
hope, that the mention of them may prove a caution fo | 
you for the future. Surely, if propriety ought ever 4 
be observed, it is desirable that it might be at a funeral. 

I would next desire you to review that argument, on 
which you rested the whole weight of the proposition, 
that ‘“‘sinvers deserve endless misery.”? It was this: | 
“If sinners do nor deserve endless misery, then their 
punishment must oF ITSELF eventually cease; and 
consequently there would be no need of a Saviour.” 
When I heard you bring this forward as argument, I 
confess | could but wonder that its absurdity did vot 
strike you. Do you, then, seriously believe that there 
is no need of granting relief to any other kind of misery, 
than to such as is endless in its nature? Your reason- 
ing was like the following: I know that my neighbor's 
family are now suffering extremely for want of bread ; 
but then there is no need of sending them any, for this 
plain reason, viz. they cannot suffer hunger to all eter- 
nity, because they must die, and then there is an end to 
their hunger! What should we think of a statesman, 
who should seriously address congress after this manner: 
“If you do not firmly believe that our captives at Al- 
giers wil] be held there in bondage to all eternity, there 
certainly is no need of sending a plenipotentiary to re- 
lease them, because their bondage must of itself even- 
tually cease !” 

I may, in a future communication, offer some remarks 
on the story you related concerning a young man, 
whom you had lately visited in his Jast sickness, and 
whose father and brother were Univerealists. 

J am yours in the gospel, 
* * * 
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Rey. Mansfield Bruce. 
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INSTALLATION AT ROXBURY, 


To the Editor of the Magazine, 
Sir,—Had I ability adequate to the task, | would 


derived from attending the Ordination at Roxbury, Ju- 
ly 26. Weak as they nre, permit me to say a few 
words through the medium of your interesting paper on 
the subject; and you will confer a favor on one, who 
feels a'lively interest in the sacred cause of truth, | 
was preeent a short time since, at the laying of the Cor- 
ner Stone of this sacred edifice. The order, the good 
will, and harmony which there appeared to flow epon- 
one from the hearts of all present, «onveyed to 
my mind the highest degree of felicity, On Thursday, 
(July 26,) through the goodness of an all-wice Provi- 
dence, | aftended the solemn exercises at the Instaltc~ 





make some remarks, on the pleasure and satisfaction | | 





{ion of our worthy Brother Mr. Batsew. The house 


a a 


was filled to admiration ; and the same glow of spirit, 
the same fervor of affection, seeme!l to glow on every 
countenance. The sernion, by the Rev. Mr. Dean, 
was admirably calculated to make a happy and lasting 
impression on the hearers. It was well adapted, judi- 
ciously arranged, and replete with interesting matter, 
We trust this discourse warmed every heart; and that 
in due time, it will bring forth an hundred fold. Phe 
charge by the Rev. AH, Ballon wasin glowing language, 
and most powerfully and {celingly expressed. The mght 
hand of fellowship by the Rev. Mr. ‘Turner, was inter- 
esting and strictly adapted to the purpose, ‘The pray- 
ers by the Rev. Mr. Flagg, Mr. Corrique, and Mr. 
Smith, were impressive, and calculated to lead the 
thoughts to heaven. O God! “‘my seul doth magnify 
thy name and my heart rejoices in God my Saviour. 
Again, with the pious Psalmist, ! would exclaim, ‘‘what 
shall we render unto the Lord for all his benefits and 
mercies? Whom have we in heaven but thee, or on 
earth that we should desire beside thee. My heart and 
my strength fail me, but God is the help of my strength, 
my countenance, and my God. Blessed are they who 
shall know the joyful sound, they shall walk, O! Lord, 
in the light of thy countenance ; in thy name shall 
they rejoice all the day, and in thy righteousness shall 


| they be exalted.” 


Charlestown, July 27. 
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REMOVAL. 


The Universalist Magazine Office is removed to No, 
10, Congress-Street ; two doors below the United States 


! Branch Bank. 
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TO CORRESPONDENTS, Ke. 


“An Inquirer After Truth’? will be published in our 
next, and his request attended to. 

“R. C.” is received, and will be published as soon as 
convenient, 

Two communications from “Seek Truth” are receiv- 
ed, and will be published soon. We have received many 
other communications. 

a 


SUMMARY OF INTELLIGENCE, 


A young lady, (says the N. Y. Gazette,) who resides 
in the neighborhood of this office, was accidentally shot 
on Saturday morning, by a young man who fired «© pi-+- 
to] at her, not knowing that it was loaded, The ball 
struck her on the forehead just above the corner of the 
right eye, fractured the bone, glanced off, and fell on 
the floor, he brain, is not, we understand, injured, 
and there is every prospect that the young lady will 
recover, We sincerely hope that this accident will 
operate as a caution against the careless use of fire 
arms, 

The Columbus 74, is stated to have canght, a few 
days ago, the unparalleled number of 12,000 mackerel, 
ah immense shoal of that fish having followed her all 
day, as if desirous of being taken on board, 

There are at present 34 or 35 Peace Societies in the 
United States, having upwards of 1600 members be- 
longing to them, many of whom are of the firet respec 
tability, for talents, morality, and religion, 


The U. S, brig Spark has on board water, taken from 
the four quarters of the globe, namely, Smyrna, in A- 
cia, Tunis, in Africa; Gibraitar, in Europe; and the 
Navy Yard, in Charlestown, America, 


It is a common opinion, that every generation of man 
is less in stature, as well as shorter lived, than that 
which preceded it; and it seems quite settled, that 
every thing grows less and less, except taxes and straw 
bonnets,-—~Lon, paper. : 
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JUST PUBLISHED, 


For sale at this office, sn ORATION, pronounced on 
the 4th July, 1821, (by request) before the Republican 
citizens of Milford, Mase. and the adjacent towns, By 
THOMAS WHITTEMORE, Price 12 1-2 cents, 
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a published hy Messrs, Munnog & Francrs,and 
BW for seule at thir Office, “The Universalist Hymn 
Book: a new collection of Psalms and Hynme, for the 
use of the Universalist Societies, by Hosea Baroy 
and Fpwanyp Torner,” 
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